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Starting in 2019, UNSW Sydney will transition to a new academic 
calendar titled UNSW3+. Comprised of three terms plus a January 
intensive term, UNSW3+ is designed to better align with our 
global partners, eliminating overlap with the Northern Hemisphere 
summer and creating new opportunities for career and internship-
minded students. 

Aligning with the university’s new academic calendar, and 
pending final CRICOS registration, UNSW Study Abroad & Student 
Exchange has crafted new mobility pathways for international 
students. As this exciting transition approaches, we are thrilled to 
provide an overview of the changes and the study options available 
to students.

With a full time academic load remaining at 8 courses per year, students will have the option of electing to take 3 courses 
during a regular student exchange term or 4 courses during a student exchange tailored term. 

2019 Number of Courses Units of credit Orientation Date Start Date End Date

Tailored Term 1 4 24 2 Jan 2 Jan 19 May

Term 1 3 18 14 Feb 18 Feb 19 May

Term 1 (Full Year) 8 48 14 Feb 18 Feb 15 Dec

Tailored Term 3* 4 24 15 Aug 19 Aug 15 Dec

Term 3 3 18 12 Sep 16 Sep 15 Dec

Term 3 (Full Year) 8 48 12 Sep 16 Sep 30 Aug 2020

Term 1 + Term 2 4 24 14 Feb 18 Feb 29 Aug

Term 3 + January Term 4 24 12 Sep 16 Sep 12 Feb

2020 Number of Courses Units of credit Orientation Date Start Date End Date

Tailored Term 1 4 24 3 Jan 6 Jan 17 May

Term 1 3 18 13 Feb 17 Feb 17 May

Term 1 (Full Year) 8 48 13 Feb 17 Feb 13 Dec

Tailored Term 3* 4 24 13 Aug 17 Aug 13 Dec

Term 3 3 18 10 Sep 14 Sep 13 Dec

Term 3 (Full Year) 8 48 10 Sep 14 Sep 28 Aug 2021

*Actual start dates of Tailored Term 3 and Orientation 2020 dates are to be confirmed
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Multiple study options are available under UNSW3+ to accommodate diverse student needs. Explore below the pathways available to 
students, crafted to meet their varied academic needs and institutional requirements.

Term 1 (February-May)
Students enrol in a full load of 3 courses (18 UOC).

Tailored Term 1 (January-May)
January intensive course + Term 1

Students enrol in 4 courses (24 UOC), taking an intensive course in 
January followed by a full academic load of 3 courses in Term 1.

Term 1 + Term 2 (February - August)
Students enrol in 4 courses (24UOC), 
taking two courses in each term.

Term 3 (September-December)
Students enrol in a full load of 3 courses (18 UOC). 
 
Tailored Term 3 (August-December)
August intensive course + Term 3

Students enrol in 4 courses (24 UOC), taking an intensive course in 
August followed by a full academic load of 3 courses in Term 3.

UOC denotes units of credit

Term 3 + January Term (September - February)
Students enrol in 4 courses (24UoC), taking a full academic load of 
three courses in Term 3 followed by an intensive course in January.

Term 1 (Full Year)
Term 1 + Term 2 + Term 3 OR Tailored Term 1 + Tailored Term 3

Students electing to study for a full academic year at UNSW can 
enrol in 8 courses (48 UOC) either spread over Terms 1, 2 and 3, or 
spread over Tailored Terms 1 and 3.

Term 3 (Full Year)
Term 3 + Term 1 + Term 2 OR Tailored Term 3 + Tailored Term 1

Students electing to study for a full academic year at UNSW can 
enrol in 8 courses (48 UOC) either spread over Terms 3, 1 and 2, or 
spread over Tailored Terms 3 and 1.
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Social and Cultural Activities
With a stunning coastline and world-class beaches nestled right 
within a vibrant, cosmopolitan city, Sydney offers a great deal to 
students beyond the classroom walls. 

UNSW has over 300 clubs and societies for students to choose 
from, ranging from sports to social events, which provide an 
excellent campus experience.

Progress towards 2020
UNSW Study Abroad & Student Exchange and the university’s 
academic faculties are working together closely to build upon 
the first year of UNSW3+ and broaden the excellent curricular 
opportunities for Study Abroad & Student Exchange students. New 
and innovative courses are in the works for the 2020 Tailored Term 
intensive periods, with a focus on cultivating courses which provide:

Australian Focus
Cultural courses across faculties that offer the best 
of Sydney, from heritage, literature, and the natural 
environment.

Experiential Learning
Courses designed to immerse students in practical, 
hands-on learning environments, with a focus on 
project courses.

Flexibility
A selection of courses that fit across the term to meet 
subject requirements.

Look out for the launch of the 2019 Study Abroad & Student 
Exchange program in April 2018, which will include a brochure 
guide to assist students, a guide for Study Abroad & Student 
Exchange advisors, and formal communications on all course 
details. We look forward to sharing the new UNSW Study Abroad & 
Student Exchange program with you and your students!


